
The gerund (the -ing form used as a noun) is used

a as the subject of a sentence: • Swimming is Dorothy's favourite sport.

b after certain verbs, including most verbs of liking and disliking. See Section 3 of the 
Appendix.

c after all prepositions, including adjective-plus-preposition phrases, and verb patterns 
ending in a preposition:
• I'm tired of not having a garden.
• He drove off without looking in his rear mirror.
Remember that to has two uses. It can either be used with the infinitive:
• They want to pay the bill.
or it can be a preposition, in which case it is followed by the gerund:
• I'm looking forward to seeing them. • You'll soon get used to not drinking coffee. 
Object to, be/get used to, look forward to, in addition to are all followed by a 
noun or gerund.

d after phrasal verbs: • He went on peeling the potatoes.

e after common expressions such as. It's (not) worth, waste/spend time, burst out.

In formal English, possessives (my, her, their, etc.) are used with the gerund:
• I hope you don't mind my asking.
but in informal English the pronouns me, her, them etc. are more common:
• I hope you don't mind me asking.

The passive gerund can be used:
• I remember being teased by my classmates at boarding school.

A Correct the sentences if 
necessary. Tick any which 
are already correct.



The infinitive has several forms.

to do: • They hope to visit you. 
to be doing (for a continuous action):
• It's nice to be leading such an exciting life. 
to have done (for a completed or past action):
• We were sorry to have missed you.
to have been doing (to stress the frequency or length of the action):
• He appears to have been making phone calls from the office every day.

For passive infinitives see Unit 9.

The infinitive is used with to after certain verbs, including ought, have, used, and be 
able. See Section 4 of the Appendix.
Notice the position of not before to:
• Try not to worry. • He's determined not to give in.

The infinitive is used without to after most modal verbs, would rather, had better,
let, *make, *see, *hear, *feel, watch, notice, *help (informally).
*lf these verbs are used in the passive, the infinitive with to is used. Compare:
• I saw her take the money.
• The champion was seen to shake hands with his opponent.

Notice the very common It is + adjective + to + infinitive:
• It is difficult to understand what you mean. • It was nice to see you.

Also notice the construction object + to + infinitive after certain verbs:
• I want you to enjoy yourselves. • She begged him not to go.

The idea of purpose is usually expressed by to + infinitive, in order to + infinitive 
or so as to + infinitive:
• He tiptoed upstairs so as not to wake the children.

Notice: • I have work to do. • Nobody is to blame. • The house is to let.

B Correct the sentences if 
necessary. Tick any which 
are already correct.



The following verbs can be used with either the gerund or the infinitive, 
depending on the meaning required:

a remember, forget, stop, go on, regret 
b interested in, interested to 
c try 
d need
e used, be/get used to 
f like, enjoy, love, hate, prefer 
g allow, advise, forbid, permit 
h mean.

The differences in meaning are explained in Section 5 of the Appendix, but try to 
work them out for yourself before doing the next exercise.

C Complete the sentences 
with the gerund or the 
infinitive of the verbs in 
brackets.

D Match the first half of each 
sentence with the correct 
ending.
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The main linking words for conditional clauses are if and unless, but even if, 
as/so long as, supposing, whether... or, however (+ adjective/determiner), 
whoever, wherever, whenever, etc., providing/provided (that), 
no matter who/how/when etc. can also be used:

• If they're short of money, they don't eat out. (zero conditional)
• You'll have a tussle with the management if you go ahead with that plan. 

(first conditional, possible future action)
Note that if you should go ahead... or should you go ahead... are more formal.

• If they had a bigger garden, they could grow their own vegetables.
(second conditional, hypothetical but possible)

Similarly:
• If you were to join the committee, we'd be very pleased.

Note that Were you to join... is more formal.
• If you hadn't been late, you would have understood the lecture.

(third conditional, referring to a past situation)

There are also mixed conditionals:
• If you hadn't been late, you'd know what we're talking about now.

and a more formal version of the third conditional:
• Had you arrived on time, you would have understood the lecture.

A  Complete the sentences 
with the correct tense of 
the verbs in brackets.


