
a) In my everyday life I tend to slip into certain languages depending upon the person or group of people 

I am conversing with. I use a much more formal and respectful language and tone when I’m around my 

parents, professors or anyone I hold in high esteem. When I’m cycling on a group ride, I use a more 

relaxed voice which involves more cycling specific language such as peloton, cogs, cassettes, cranks and 

chain rings. Around my friends I use a very slangy, quick and easy flowing language that may include 

some text language. The most important language is the formal and respectful language, because it is 

the one that needs to be mastered if you really want to go places and do something great with your life. 

Sometimes however, the other languages will creep in, and the most difficult one for me to transfer over 

to the other communities is the “cycling speak” because of its specialization. In a simplified example of 

this, a teacher had asked me about my hobbies, and when I said I was a cyclist, he thought I meant 

motorcyclist, not bicyclist. The overlap between non-academic and academic is again sometimes hard to 

separate because it’s so easy to use slang or today’s lingo, and most of the time it’s not too well 

received or misconstrued. Last semester, a professor asked me about a paper I was working on, and my 

response was “no problem, no worries”. Did I sound disrespectful, uninterested, ambiguous? Actually, 

none of the above, just speaking my own language. 

b)   I relate very much to the case study of Brittney Moraski because my parents were always avid 

readers and have always taught me that reading will teach you many life experiences. They weren’t 

always the most active with computers but what they did understand was how important this would be 

to my future.  Brittney recognized, and from a fairly early age I learned how computers work and what 

they are best used for.  The problem began when I understood more about them than my teachers, 

which in turn made it very difficult for them to help me and understand how my literacy was different 

just as Brittney felt .I did as she did when she would speak about her double life in literacy; writing one 

way for her teachers and another way for her peers and her varied online activities. This leads me into 

the Danielle Devoss case study because her mother, had her reading voraciously from the time she 

could pick up a book.  This falls in line with my same experience, because I felt that as soon as I could 

read, my mother bought out the bookstore. The computer was and is, an immense resource to both 

Danielle and myself that people just a generation ago couldn’t have imagined.  Both Brittney and 

Danielle had problems with their teachers because they grew up in a world with a whole new 

technology.  Their teachers had a completely different experience, akin to learning a language when 

you’re a baby to when you’re in your twenties. 

c) Biology has always been a passion of mine. Ever since I was searching for frogspawn in my 

grandparent’s pond as a four-year-old and annoying my mum with a battery of jam jars on the window 

sill in which I was trying to raise tadpoles I have been fascinated with observing nature in detail. Even in 

English, reading Death of a Naturalist by Seamus Heaney, I found myself thinking up an experiment to do 

with dragonflies and bluebottles. I have a fish tank at home with three different sorts of fish. I’ve noticed 

that they all respond differently when I feed them. I’m wondering what else is different in their behavior 

so, in this extended essay, I’m going to find out how they react to light. 


