
Example 1: Kenneth Tait Andrews, “‘Freedom is a constant struggle’: The dynamics and 

consequences of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement, 1960-1984” Ph.D. State University of 

New York at Stony Brook, 1997 DAI-A 59/02, p. 620, Aug 1998 

This dissertation examines the impacts of social movements through a multi-layered study of the 

Mississippi Civil Rights Movement from its peak in the early 1960s through the early 1980s. By 

examining this historically important case, I clarify the process by which movements transform 

social structures and the constraints movements face when they try to do so. The time period 

studied includes the expansion of voting rights and gains in black political power, the 

desegregation of public schools and the emergence of white-flight academies, and the rise and 

fall of federal anti-poverty programs. I use two major research strategies: (1) a quantitative 

analysis of county-level data and (2) three case studies. Data have been collected from archives, 

interviews, newspapers, and published reports. This dissertation challenges the argument that 

movements are inconsequential. Some view federal agencies, courts, political parties, or 

economic elites as the agents driving institutional change, but typically these groups acted in 

response to the leverage brought to bear by the civil rights movement. The Mississippi 

movement attempted to forge independent structures for sustaining challenges to local inequities 

and injustices. By propelling change in an array of local institutions, movement infrastructures 

had an enduring legacy in Mississippi. 

Example 2: Luis Lehner, “Gravitational radiation from black hole spacetimes” Ph.D. University 

of Pittsburgh, 1998 DAI-B 59/06, p. 2797, Dec 1998 

The problem of detecting gravitational radiation is receiving considerable attention with the 

construction of new detectors in the United States, Europe, and Japan. The theoretical modeling 

of the wave forms that would be produced in particular systems will expedite the search for and 

analysis of detected signals. The characteristic formulation of GR is implemented to obtain an 

algorithm capable of evolving black holes in 3D asymptotically flat spacetimes. Using 

compactification techniques, future null infinity is included in the evolved region, which enables 

the unambiguous calculation of the radiation produced by some compact source. A module to 

calculate the waveforms is constructed and included in the evolution algorithm. This code is 

shown to be second-order convergent and to handle highly non-linear spacetimes. In particular, 

we have shown that the code can handle spacetimes whose radiation is equivalent to a galaxy 

converting its whole mass into gravitational radiation in one second. We further use the 

characteristic formulation to treat the region close to the singularity in black hole spacetimes. 

The code carefully excises a region surrounding the singularity and accurately evolves generic 

black hole spacetimes with apparently unlimited stability. 

Example 3: Julie Pham (2001) "Their War: The Perspective of the South Vietnamese Military in 

Their Own Words” 

Despite the vast research by Americans on the Vietnam War, little is known about the 

perspective of South Vietnamese military, officially called the Republic of Vietnam Armed 

Forces (RVNAF). The overall image that emerges from the literature is negative: lazy, corrupt, 

unpatriotic, apathetic soldiers with poor fighting spirits. This study recovers some of the South 



Vietnamese military perspective for an American audience through qualitative interviews with 

40 RVNAF veterans now living in San José, Sacramento, and Seattle, home to three of the top 

five largest Vietnamese American communities in the nation. An analysis of these interviews 

yields the veterans' own explanations that complicate and sometimes even challenge three widely 

held assumptions about the South Vietnamese military: 1) the RVNAF was rife with corruption 

at the top ranks, hurting the morale of the lower ranks; 2) racial relations between the South 

Vietnamese military and the Americans were tense and hostile; and 3) the RVNAF was apathetic 

in defending South Vietnam from communism. The stories add nuance to our understanding of 

who the South Vietnamese were in the Vietnam War. This study is part of a growing body of 

research on non-American perspectives of the war. In using a largely untapped source of 

Vietnamese history; oral histories with Vietnamese immigrants; this project will contribute to 

future research on similar topics. 

Example 4: "Quantifying the Mechanics of a Laryngoscopy" 

Laryngoscopy is a medical procedure that provides a secure airway by passing a breathing tube 

through the mouth and into the lungs of a patient. The ability to successfully perform 

laryngoscopy is highly dependent on operator skill; experienced physicians have failure rates of 

0.1% or less, while less experienced paramedics may have failure rates of 10-33%, which can 

lead to death or brain injury. Accordingly, there is a need for improved training methods, and 

virtual reality technology holds promise for this application. The immediate objective of this 

research project is to measure the mechanics of laryngoscopy, so that an advanced training 

mannequin can be developed. This summer an instrumented laryngoscope has been developed 

which uses a 6-axis force/torque sensor and a magnetic position/orientation sensor to quantify 

the interactions between the laryngoscope and the patient. Experienced physicians as well as 

residents in training have used this device on an existing mannequin, and the force and motion 

trajectories have been visualized in 3D. One objective is to use comparisons between expert and 

novice users to identify the critical skill components necessary for patients, to identify the 

mechanical properties of the human anatomy that effect laryngoscopy, and thus enable the 

development of a realistic training simulator. In the future an advanced training mannequin will 

be developed whose physical properties will be based on our sensor measurements, and where 

virtual reality tools will be used to provide training feedback for novice users. 

Example 5:  

This paper provides a review of research into the relationships between psychological types, as 

measured by the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI), and managerial attributes, behaviors and 

effectiveness. The literature review includes an examination of the psychometric properties of 

the MBTI and the contributions and limitations of research on psychological types. Next, key 

findings are discussed and used to advance propositions that relate psychological type to diverse 

topics such as risk tolerance, problem solving, information systems design, conflict management 

and leadership. We conclude with a research agenda that advocates: (a) the exploration of 

potential psychometric refinements of the MBTI, (b) more rigorous research designs, and (c) a 

broadening of the scope of managerial research into type. 


